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DEDICATION
This 2003 Annual Report

of the

Town

of Canterbury,
is

dedicated

New

Hampshire

to:

ROBERT AND VIRGINIA DUDLEY
Bob and

Virginia Dudley have lived in Canterbury over 50 years.

time they have served on various boards and have volunteered

In that

many

hours

community.
Bob was Selectmen, First Deputy of the Fire
Department and a member of the Budget Committee and Historical
Society, was known as the "Cheese Man". Virginia has worked with the
Ladies Benevolent Society, Ladies Fire Auxiliary, the Extension Program,
was a Trustee of the Trust Funds and has been a member of the Cemetery
Committee since 1963. They also volunteered at Canterbury Shaker
Village - Bob making brooms and Virginia in the sandwich shop and were
on the first Canterbury Fair Committee. They have been married for 53
years and have one daughter Melissa. Thank you Bob and Virginia for all
you've done and continue to do for Canterbury.
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WARRANT FOR THE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
State or

The

To

polls will be

open from 7:00 a.m.

the inhabitants of the

Town

to 7:00 p.m.

of Canterbury

in said State, qualified to vote in

You

New Hampsnire

Town

in the

County of Merrimack

Affairs.

meet at the Canterbury Elementary School
on Tuesday, the Ninth Day of March, 2004, at seven
the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects.

are hereby notified to

in

said Canterbury

o'clock in

1

2.

To choose

all

necessary

Town

Officers for the year ensuing.

To see if the town will vote on the following zoning amendments
proposed by the Planning Board to be voted upon by official ballot.
Question #1 Are you
:

Planning Board?
shall define

what

This amendment to Article 3
shall constitute a

Question #2: Are you

in favor

the existing Canterbury

Planning Board?

of the adoption of Amendment #1 to
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the

in favor

the existing Canterbury

of the adoption of Amendment #2 to

Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the

This amendment to Article 3

shall ensure that our definition
is

may be amended from time

Planning Board?

RSA

21:34 and as

it

to time.

in favor

the existing Canterbury

DEFINITIONS

of Farm, Agriculture and Farming

consistent with state statutes as defined by

Question #3: Are you

DEFINITIONS

Commercial Kennel.

of the adoption of Amendment #3 to

Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the

This amendment to Article

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS. The

1 1

NUMBER OF

Planning Board

is

charged by statute with taking the long view of community
planning.

In

essence, the board must

constitutes prudent planning,

and ensure

be conscious of what
that the intent

planning remains logical, legal, current and intentional.

of that

In 1971,

Canterbury developed a Master Plan, (Plan for Tomorrow) and

1978 the town passed one of New Hampshire's
-6-

first

in

growth control

ordinances.

growth

A

That foresight has provided for stable and predictable

to date.

dimension of that stability has been Article 1 1 and
inclusion of a limit on overall growth. Building permits are
presently to 4% of the number of year-round dwellings. The courts
take issue with limits, and suggest that towns must manage growth
critical

,

in the context of the regional growth.

Article

1 1

as

allowing for
year.

It

amended reduces the general growth rate
some unused permits to carry over to

to

3%

while

a following

also requires the planning board to review the building

permit cap at least every two years to ensure that our rate of

growth remains consistent with regional growth, is appropriate
the context of our resources and continues to promote the
Purposes stated in the Master Plan.

-7

in

SECOND SESSION
The second session

will be held at the Canterbury

Elementary School on

Friday, the twelfth of March, at seven o'clock in the evening to act on the

following subjects:

3.

see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to eight
hundred sixty thousand dollars ($860,000) for the purchase of three parcels
of land on the Merrimack River known as the Gold Star Sod Farm and

To

less, Map 4 Lot 31-1, Map 5 Lot 17
any buildings and structures thereon): and to
further authorize the issuance of up to eight hundred thousand dollars
($800,000) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the
Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Board of Selectmen
to issue, negotiate and regulate such bonds or notes and to determine the
rate of interest thereon; furthermore to authorize the withdrawal of sixty
thousand dollars ($60,000) from the Conservation Capital Reserve Fund

Nursery, together 525 acres more or

and

Map

5 Lot 18 (including

created for this purpose. Two-thirds ballot vote required.

(Recommended

by the Selectmen)
4.

To

raise

ensuing year

5.

money as may be necessary to defray Town
and make appropriations for the same.

such

charges for the

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Eighty
thousand one hundred sixty one dollars ($80,161) for the purchase of a
dump truck and authorize the withdrawal of fifteen thousand seven hundred
and twenty eight dollars (15,728) from the Highway Equipment Capital
Reserve and fifteen thousand four hundred and one dollars ($15,401) from
the

Highway Truck

Capital Reserve previously established.

forty nine thousand thirty-two dollars (49,032)
taxation.

6.

To

(Recommended by

see if the

Town

see if the

Town

will vote to raise

seventy

Town

Offices.

photocopier for the

Town

general

will vote to raise

thousand three hundred
see if the

The balance of

come from

and appropriate the sum of sixpurchase Town Clerk and Voter
(Recommended by the Selectmen)

Census Software.

To

to

the Selectmen)

thousand five hundred dollars ($6,500)

7.

is

five

to

and appropriate the sum of three
dollars ($3,375) to purchase a

(Recommended by

will vote to establish a Capital

the Selectmen)

To

Reserve Fund under the

RSA 35:1 for the purpose of removing or renovating the
Canterbury/Boscawen Bridge and to appropriate the sum of five thousand
three hundred dollars ($5,300) as an initial funding amount. Further, to
provisions of

the Board of Selectmen as agents to expend from
Fund. (Recommended by the Selectmen)

name

To

see if the

Town

will vote to appropriate the

this Capital

sum of

dollars ($3,000) from the Transfer Station Capital Reserve

Reserve

three-thousand

Fund

to renovate

conveyor and storage
the transfer station Building and purchase
trailer to bale and store plastics and aluminum. (Recommended by the
a baler,

Selectmen)

modify an Exemption for the Disabled under the
provisions of RSA 72:37-b as follows: the exemption from assessed value,
for qualified taxpayers shall be thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000). To
qualify, the person must be eligible under Title II or Title XVI of the
Federal Social Social Security Act, must occupy the property as his
Shall the

town vote

to

must own the property individually or jointly, or if
owned by a spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years, in the
calendar year preceding April 1 a net income from all sources, or not more
than thirteen thousand four hundred dollars ($13,400) or, if married, a
combined net income of not more than twenty thousand four hundred

principle place of abode,

($20,400) excluding the value of actual residence and up to 2 acres of the
minimum single family residential lot size specified in the local zoning
ordinance.

To

transact

any other business

that

Given under our hands and seal,
Lord, two thousand and four.

this

Michael R. Capone, Chairman
Frank A. Tupper

James

my

P. Bassett
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legally

come before

2nd day of February,

this

meeting.

in the

year of our
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MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING
FIRST SESSION

MARCH
2003

11,2003

BALLOT

Board of Selectmen: 1 position, 3 years
Michael Capone
300
Treasurer:

1

Mary

position,
F.

I

year

Witschonke

314

Planning Board: 2 positions, 3 years

William Egan
Donald Burgess

Cemetery Committee:
HughFifield

1

305
279
position, 3 years

19

Trustee of Trust Funds

Nancy

1

position, 3 years

306

Lilly

Proposed Zoning Changes
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #1 to the
existing Canterbury Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
This amendment to Article 5.2.B.I. FRONT SETBACK would set the
minimum setback of all structures at 50 feet from any front boundary.

Amendment

#1:

YES
Amendment
Canterbury

#2: Are

Zoning

you

in favor

Ordinance

This amendment to Article 5.2.B.3.

248

NO 87

of the adoption of Amendment #2 to the existing
proposed

as

POND SETBACK

Board?
the
Planning
by
would add wording that would

bring the town into compliance with the Shoreline Protection Act.

YES 281

NO 57

in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 to the
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
This amendment to Article 5.2.B.7. under STRUCTURE SETBACK would
set the minimum structure setback from the front property line at 25 feet on

Amendment #3 Are you
:

existing Canterbury

-21

-

lots

of 25,000 square

feet or less existing as

eliminates the wording that allows the

of November

minimum

1,

1999.

It

structure setback to be

lessened to not less than 25 feet from the property line by special exception

approved by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

NO 86

YES 243
Amendment

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 to the
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

#4:

existing Canterbury

This amendment

TABLE OF PRINCIPAL

a correction to Article 5.3.C.

is

USES - LIST OF USES

to

show

that pre-site built

housing

is

allowed

in the

Rural Zone and not in the Industrial Zone.

YES
Amendment

#5:

NO 94

239

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #5 to the
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

existing Canterbury

This amendment

is

an addition to Article

USES - LIST OF USES

5. B.C.

TABLE OF PRINCIPAL

regarding outdoor storage of plants, aggregate and/or

other non-toxic landscaping materials required for the permitted business.

YES
Amendment

#6:

248

NO 71

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #6 to the
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

existing Canterbury

This amendment to Article 14.5

ZONING DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS

would allow collocation of wireless telecommunication antennae on existing
structures in the Historic and Resource Reserve Natural Districts by a
conditional use permit.

YES
Amendment

172

NO

166

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #7 to the
|
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
This amendment to Article 5.3.C.TABLE OF PRINCIPAL USES - LIST OF
USES would prohibit accessory apartments in the Industrial Zone.
#7:

existing Canterbury

YES
Amendment

#8:

196

NO

138

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #8 to the
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

existing Canterbury

-22-

This amendment to Article

8.

1

.B.

under

VARIANCES

is

a change of

wording, indicating that granting a variance would not be contrary to the
public interest, rather than stating that granting the variance

would be

a

benefit to the public interest.

YES 260
Amendment

NO 76

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #9 to the
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
This amendment to Article 8. 1 .C. under VARIANCES brings the wording
regarding denial of a variance up to the current Supreme Court standard.
#9:

existing Canterbury

YES 282

23

NO 49

MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING
SECOND SESSION

MARCH

14,

2003

(Business Portion)

Wayne Mann,

Moderator, opened the second session of Town Meeting at
March 14, 2003. The salute of the flag was lead by

7:00 p.m. on Friday,

Chief Gwen Deurell and Officer James Dunn.

The moderator made reference
Report cover

is

a painting of the

Recognition was given to
report

is

all

the

Town

The 2002 Annual Town
Elkins Library by Sally Ladd Cole.
volunteer boards that serve the town. The

to the

Report.

dedicated to Lisa Carlson and Al Edelstein

epitome of volunteerism

The moderator read

in

town running

who have been

the Canterbury Fair for nine years.

the results of the balloting from the

Town Meeting held on

Tuesday, March

the

11,

first

session of the

2003.

A review of the ground rules was presented.
For Articles 3 and 4 the polls were open for one
its

own

( 1 )

hour and each

article

had

ballot box.

ARTICLE 3
Are you in favor of raising and appropriating the sum of two million six
hundred twenty five thousand dollars ($2,625,000) for the following
improvements to Town buildings: construction of a new Town Municipal
building to house the Highway, Police and Volunteer Fire departments. The
renovation of the existing highway, police and volunteer fire department
building into a Town Library and meeting space. The addition of bathroom,
kitchen and handicap accessible space to the Town Hall, and handicap
accessible improvements to the Elkins building and to authorize the issuance
of not more than two million five hundred thousand dollars ($2,500,000) of
bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance
Act (RSA33) and to authorize the municipal officials to issue and negotiate
such bonds or notes and to detemiine the rate of interest thereon; furthennore
removal of one hundred twenty five thousand ($125,000)
from the library capital reserve fund created for this purpose?

to authorize the

Ken Jordan moved

Move the

the adoption of this article, Charlie

vote Steve Baker,

Hank Turco seconded.
-24-

Cook seconded.

was voted on by secret written ballot and passed by a two-thirds
vote 289 to 139. There was no motion to reconsider this vote.

Article 3
(2/3)

ARTICLE

4

of raising and appropriating the sum of eighty three
thousand dollars ($83,000) to purchase a 5 +/- acre parcel of land located on
Baptist Road (Tax Map 8, Lot 075.001) to be used by the Town for future
needs and to authorize the issuance of not more than eighty three thousand

Are you

in favor

($83,000) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the
Municipal Finance Act (RSA33) and to authorize the municipal officials to
issue and negotiate such

bonds or notes and

to determine the rate

of interest

thereon?

Charlie

Cook moved the adoption of this

Article 4

was voted on by

(2/3) vote

337

ARTICLE
To

to 89.

article,

secret written ballot

Cheryl Gordon seconded.

and passed by a two-thirds

There was no motion to reconsider

this vote.

5

money as may be necessary to defray Town charges
make appropriations for the same.

raise such

for the

ensuing year and

Charlie

Cook moved the adoption of this

Priscilla

Lockwood makes motion

Motion seconded by Marlene

Hand

to

article,

Diane Jacobsen seconded.

remove the $5,000

in Special Events.

Hall.

vote taken on removing the $5,000 from Special Events and adding

it

the Fourth of July line item.

Bob Lockwood moved the

question,

Jeremy Slayton seconded.

Motion carries
Vote taken on question and passed.
Vote on

article 5 passes,

ARTICLE
To

see

new budget $1,296,865.50

6

if the

Town

will vote to raise

thousand dollars ($30,000)

to

and appropriate the sum of thirty

be placed
-25-

in the existing

Revaluation Capital

to

I
Reserve Fund and

expend from
Charlie

further, to

the

Board of Selectmen

as agents to

this reserve fund.

Cook moved

Article 6

name

the adoption of this article,

Ken Jordan

seconded.

was voted on and passed.

ARTICLE

I

7

and appropriate the sum of four thousand dollars ($4,000) to
purchase a refurbished defibrillator for the Canterbury Volunteer Fire

Vote

to raise

Department.

David Tirrell-Wysocki moved the adoption of this

article,

John Evans

seconded.

Move

the question

Article 7

Moffett,

Bob Lockwood second

was voted on and passed.

ARTICLE
To

Howard

8

see if the

Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of thirty two

thousand dollars ($32,000) to purchase a new cruiser for the Police
Department.

Bob Lockwood moved
Article 8

Manning seconded.

was voted on and passed.

ARTICLE
To

the adoption of this article, Pat

±

9

see if the

Town will

vote to authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of

the Selectmen, to appoint a deputy treasurer.

Michael Capone moved the adoption of this

Move

Motion

Jim Bassett seconded.

i

carries

ARTICLE
To

article,

the question

10

town wishes to amend the existing agreement under section 218
of the social security act by excluding the services performed by election
workers for a calendar year in which the remuneration paid for such service
less than $1200. The $1200 limit on the excludable amount of remuneration
see if the

is

-26-

paid in a calendar year for the services specified in this modification will be
subject to adjustment for calendar years after

wages

economy without any

in the

2002

to reflect

changes

in

further modification of the agreement,

with respect to such services performed during such calendar years, in

accordance with Section 218(8)(B) of the Social Security Act.

Bob Lockwood moved the adoption of this

Cheryl Gordon seconded.

article,

was voted on and passed.

Article 10

ARTICLE 11
Whereas, New Hampshire residents pay the
the country;

12"^

highest cost of insurance in

and

Whereas, the cost of health insurance premiums for families has increased
45% over the past three years; and

by

Whereas,

77%

1

00,000

New Hampshire

Whereas, due

no health coverage and

residents have

of them have a full-time worker

at

home; and

to the rising costs almost half

of New Hampshire's small

businesses cannot afford health coverage for their employees, therefore be

it

resolved.

That we, the citizens of Canterbury,
officials

from

all

New Hampshire,

levels of government,

call

and those seeking

our elected

•

work

office, to

with consumers, businesses and health care providers to insure

that:

Everyone, including the self-employed, unemployed, un-and
underinsured and small business owners, has access to an affordable
basic health plan similar to what federal employees receive;

•

Everyone, including employers, consumers and the
federal

government makes a responsible and

state, local

and

fair contribution to

finance

the health care system;
•

Everyone receives high quality care

that is cost efficient

and medically

effecting;
•

That these efforts help control the skyrocketing cost of health care

Given under our hands and seal, this eighth day of February,
our Lord, two thousand and three.
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in the

year of

Peter

Hofman moved

Article

To

1 1

the adoption of this article,

Mark Hampton

seconded.

was voted on and passed.
any other business

transact

that

may

legally

come

before this meeting.

John Leggett thanked the building needs committee for the wonderful work
they performed to bring this project along.

Kevin Bragg remarked on how the Town tax rate has not changed in the last
4 years, and commented on the enthusiasm in this group and wished to thank
the selectmen and volunteer boards that keep the cost

down of running

this

Town.
Jim Bassett said the board was remiss in the discussion of the budget in not
thanking the Budget Committee; Ken Sorlin, Maryellen Fifield, John Pratt,
Andy Scanlon, Sewell Smith and Briggs Lockwood. It's a credit to their
efforts that the
to

them and

all

town tax

rate has not increased in four years.

other boards that

we work

with and

who do

Special thanks

so

much

for the

town.

Simon Leeming

called for a round of applause for his neighbors, Lisa

Carlson and Al Edelstin, for their work in the community.

John Evans made a motion

by

Priscilla

The motion was seconded
Lockwood. The meeting was dissolved at 10:30 pm.
to close the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A.

Capone

Cheryl A. Gordon,

for

Town

Clerk

Town

Clerk

A true copy attest:
Cheryl A. Gordon,
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TOWN OF CANTERBURY
RECOUNT OF AMENDMENT 6
MARCH 24, 2003
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Wayne A. Mann, Moderator.
meeting was convened under RSA 669:30-35 and RSA 40-4c

Ten

The

registered voters have filed a petition and paid the

$10 fee to have a
recount of ballot question #6 from the balloting conducted on March 1 1
2003.
Petitioners are Carol Landry, Arthur Landry, Meredith Kopperel,
Jessica Kopperel, James Lilly, Sr., Janice Stout, F. Webster Stout, James
Lilly, Jr., Cynthia Bailey and Michael French.

By law

Board of recount consists of the Moderator, Town Clerk and the

the

Board of Selectmen.
Selectmen James Bassett was not available and under the authority granted by
law Robert Lockwood was appointed and sworn

in to replace

members of the board are Cheryl Gordon, Town
Michael Capone and Frank Tupper.
The

I

declare that

there

meeting

11,

Other

Clerk; and Selectmen

2003 was 172 Yeas and 166 Nays; the

171 Yeas and 166 Nays.

is

and become

As

from March

original vote

recount

him.

amendment 6

final,

passes.

was not other business
is

will be so certified

It

to

come before

dissolved.

Respectfully submitted,
Patricia A.

on March 29, 2003

unless sooner appealed to the Superior Court.

Capone

for

Cheryl A. Gordon,

Town

A true copy attest:

Cheryl A. Gordon,

Clerk
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Town

Clerk

the board of recount the

REVENUE TO OFFSET
2003 BUDGET

Town Of Canterbury
Long Term Indebtedness
Statement Of Debt Service Requirements
December

31,

2003

TOWN BUILDINGS IMPROVEMENT BOND

Town Of Canterbury
Summary of Taxable Property
Land

26,289,411

Residential Buildings

83,149,486

Commercial/Industrial

762,600

Public Utilities

1,660,762

Total Gross Valuation

1 1 1

,862,259

Less Elderly Exemptions

145,000

Solar Exemptions

105,650

Blind Exemptions

30,000

Physically Handicapped Exemptions

84,050

Net Valuations on which the tax rate for
Municipal County & Local Education tax
is computed:
Less Public

111,497,559
1,660,762

Utilities

Net Valuation on which the State
Education Tax is computed:
Loss due

to Veteran's

109,836,797

Exemptions

9,800

Loss due to Total Disability

1

Town Tax

,400

Rate

5.20

County Rate
School Tax Rate
State Education Tax

3.33

16.78

6.64

31.95

Current Use Land

5 1 9,679

No. of acres granted for Current Use Exemption:

32

10,374.99

Schedule of Town Property
Town

Hall, land

and buildings

17.004.002

Treasurer's Report
2003

Tax Collector

Town

Clerk

Municipal Agent
State of

New

Hampshire
Income from Departments
Interest on Investments

3,711,242

357,768
13,435

151,459

76,160
15,878

Sale of Municipal Property

18,000

Health Insurance Reimbursements

16,425

Town Of Canterbury
Town Clerk's Report 2003

Auto Permits

& Postage

357,785.50

Municipal Agent Fees

8,028.50

Dog

3,985.00

Licenses

29 1 .00

Marriage Licenses

44.00

Vital Records

Total

Cheryl A. Gordon

Town

Clerk

36-

370,137.00

Annual Report Of The
Canterbury Board of Selectmen
As has been

the case in recent years, our

for the construction of

Town

The building cap

continues to grow.

new homes was reached

for the first time since the late

I980's. This increased growth and the pressures that accompany it have kept the
Board and Administrative Staff very busy in 2003. Our focus has been on providing
quality service to the Towns' citizens while finding effective ways to deal with longtenn growth and its implications.

Among

the projects the

Board worked on

this

year was the revision of the Road

Standards for the Town. Working with the Road Agent and other

Board has developed standards
the Town.
the

that are

more

Town

departments,

consistent with the rural nature of

After meeting with the Department of Revenue Administration, the Board sent out a

Town wide

revised bid package for the
April

1,

2006.

Revaluation, which

After the bids are received and a selection

be completed by
made, the revaluation

is to

is

process will begin in 2004.

The Board

also signed a Five year agreement with the City of

who

allow septage haulers
brings the

Town

an agreement

into

that will

This

compliance with a State regulation that requires Towns to have
with a State approved septage disposal

in place

The Board recently
monitoring

Concord

service Canterbury to use the Hall Street facility.

selected Aries

sites at the

will help us determine

Town
what

Engineering to

The

landfill.

else

we

will

results

have

to

do

drill

facility.

a

new

series

of water

of samples taken from these
to

meet the

sites

State requirement for

closure of the landfill.
In November of 2003, the Board convened a meeting of Town Boards and
Committees. The purpose of the meeting was to have the members of these groups
meet each other and discuss the function of their group and some of the key

challenges they face.

The meeting was well attended and

of ideas between groups with areas of common

meeting

in the spring

Town wide

of 2004 after the

plans for the

new

interest.

new members and

there

was a

We plan to

lot of sharing
convene another

Chairs are seated to discuss

year.

Ongoing projects include developing plans for a part time code enforcement officer
for the Town, working with the Building Needs Committee on the Town building
projects, monitoring the activity of the Regional Solid Waste Cooperative with
respect to the potential landfill site at exit 17 and working with the Department of
Transportation's Traffic Control Committee monitoring major events at the New
Hampshire International Speedway.
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Once again we would like to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of Jan Stout
and Carol Landry. They continue to find new and creative ways to provide a high
quality of service to folks in

Town and

their efforts are greatly appreciated

by

the

Board.

we would like to thank all the folks who volunteer their time to the
community. Canterbury is a better place for your efforts. We would like to ask those
who are new to Town to consider lending a hand as well. Town Boards and
Committees are always looking for members and help is always needed for various
Town activities. Please contact the Town office if you are interested in lending a
In closing,

hand. The rewards are great.

Our

best to

all in

2004!!

Respectfully submitted

Michael R. Capone, Chairman
Frank A. Tupper

James

P.

Bassett
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Canterbury Historical Society Report
The Canterbury Historical Society had a very successful year. We started
March to shake the winter blues away with a dance and potluck supper
featuring "The Musical Chairs" led by Peter Yarensky and Theresa Wyman. In April
we had a wonderful time visiting Roy Hutchinson's sap house while he was boiling.
Stories of old time sapping were great to hear. Carl and Betty Peterson came in May
and presented "A Funny Thing Happened at the Store". A wonderful evening full of
off in

and laughs. Everyone appreciated Carl and Betty sharing their stories. New
Home Day" at the Fair. The theme was to provide a place for
people to gather, chat, have lunch and meet old friends. Catherine Dickson, our
greeter, was special. "Old Home Day" will become an armual event at the Fair. In
August we had our annual Fiddlin' Picnic on the lawn of the Parish House. There
were fiddlers from Canterbury and the surrounding area. The fiddlers and potluck
picnic were enjoyed by all. David Watters spoke to us in September on New
Hampshire Gravestones Past and Present. This was an enlightening program on the
religious beliefs, history and community values of the dead and living. In October
we held our first Antique Appraisal Day with appraisers from Skinner Inc. It was fiin
to see what came out of attics for treasures and was a successful fundraiser for the
Society. Our annual meeting in November brought us four outstanding Canterbury
cabinetmakers - David Lamb, Sam Chase, Tom Mclaughlin and Ted West. Each
presented a unique piece of furniture and described its construction. A really great
program!
We will be having a climate controlled archival room in the new library.
This will be a great improvement in the preservation of Canterbury's history as well
stories

this

as

year was "Old

make

the collection

Many thanks

more

readily available to the people.

going Trustees - Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki, Rick Zeller,
and Kate Goegel, and current Trustees - Bob Scarponi, our new vice
president; Chuck Sanborn, recording secretary;
Doneta Fischer, corresponding
secretary; Gordon Jackson, treasurer; Steve Andriks, and Hal Posselt. We welcome
new Trustees - Mason Newick, Sandy Scripture, Barbara Cook and Ann Weger. The
to the out

Ollie Fifield,

Trustees would especially like to thank Ginger Laplante, curator,

many

hours organizing

Histrivia each

by the time
their

month

museum

in the

this is printed.

collections. Betsy

has spent

church newsletter. Hopefully, a replacement to continue

A

thank you also goes to volunteers and friends

time and energy to help

make CHS

Canterbury's history past and present.

Pam

who

Black for doing the Canterbury

Jackson, President

44-

a

vital

organization

to

who

give

preserving

Cemetery Trustees Report
It

has been brought to

my

Canterbury Cemetery Regulations
read and go by these.

who

We

we should put a copy of the
the Town Report. I hope folks

attention that
in

will

lucked out this past year and found Jeff Barry

Highway Department

did a great job along with the

in

keeping our

cemeteries respectable.

Canterbury Cemetery Regulations
1.

All lot owners shall be governed by the rules of the Cemetery
Trustees.

2.

The Cemetery Trustees
affairs- revising rules

3.

shall

and

be responsible for

The Maple Grove and Center Cemeteries

shall

4.

mowed

$200.00 per grave unit with $150.00 of

5.

All outlying

annually, or as needed.

All lots sold shall include Perpetual Care.

care,

cemetery

be kept in such

condition as to be a credit to the community.

cemeteries to be

all

rates as conditions change.

this

Price at this time

amount

is

for perpetual

$50.00 for cemetery improvements.

Perpetual care shall

mean

the annual

upkeep only.

grading,

Initial

seeding, purchase of stone and stone maintenance shall be the
responsibility of the lot owner.

6.

A. concrete vault or liner

7.

No monument

is

required for

all burials.

or stone shall be erected until lot purchase

is

paid in

full.

8.

9.

Only one upright memorial per two or more grave lots. Single
grave markers and comer posts are to be flush with the grade.

No

curbing, fencing, hedging, or enclosures of any kind shall be

allowed around any
the

same

if

lot.

The Trustees reserve

so erected, planted or placed.
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the right to

remove

10.

No

11.

No

12.

All

change of grade without the approval of the Trustees.

lot owner shall erect or place or cause to be erected any
memorial without prior approval of location from the Trustees.

work done

in the

cemetery shall be subject to the approval of

the Trustees.

13.

No

breakable containers to be used for plants or flowers.

14.

No

bicycles, motorcycles, snowmobiles, off

highway

recreational

vehicles or horses shall be permitted in the cemetery.

15.

The Trustees

16.

The Trustees

17.

shall

keep

shall

all

compile and have printed a

regulations and

make them

The cemeteries

shall

the spring thaw.

records as required by law.

No

available to

all

list

of rules and

interested parties.

be closed from the time of the first snow until
interments will be permitted during this time

nor will the roads be plowed.
18.

Lots to be sold to resident families only.

19.

In case of hardship special consideration will be granted

request of the Selectmen.
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at the

|

Elkins Library 2003 Report

The year 2003 saw a

numbers of books,
were
audiotapes, videotapes,
borrowed from
the Elkins PubHc Library. Interhbrary loans increased as well. The library
sponsored more programs in 2003 and added new patrons. Tuesday hours
and increased Saturday hours have been well received and we hope to
increase Tuesday hours with our proposed budget.
The passage of the bond issue at the March 2003 Town meeting
ended many years of space and overcrowding issues. While sad to leave
significant increase in the

DVDs, and magazines

that

our lovely old building, the trustees are anxiously awaiting the
larger facility.

As of yet we have no knowledge of how

move

the

the old library will

be used by the town.

Our computers have been very busy with Internet searches, writing
reports, and emailing. Our ATT broadband connection continues to save
the town money and to allow quick connection to the Internet. Internet use
has more than doubled. A new fax machine has increased our library's
service to the community. Elkins Library

now

checkout that makes tracking books infinitely
active.

has

fiilly

computerized

easier.

The Friends of the Library group has continued to be incredibly
They meet on a regular basis and have organized several

fundraising events.

An

ongoing

craft sale in the fall netted the library

The Friends' enthusiasm and continued support

$1000.

are

over

greatly

appreciated.

Our July reading program once again reached
Canterbury children.

A

a large

number of

generous grant from the State Library helped to

very successful program. Weekly story hours were well attended,

fund

this

and

third

graders

from the Elementary School visited on a weekly

basis. Our

Christmas open house was cancelled due to a snowstorm but an
afternoon of music and food is planned for early March.

Once again our
that

library has benefited

from the unselfish donation of

most precious commodity, time. From our librarians, trustees, Friends,
we have received many, many hours. Thanks

volunteers, and fair workers,
to

all.

Respectfully submitted,

Claudia Leidinger

Chairperson of the Trustees

47

Librarian's Report
Total Circulation of Materials:

Adult Fiction

4,212

Adult Non-Fiction

1,079

Youth Fiction
Youth Non-Fiction
Audio Cassettes
Video Cassettes
Magazines
CD's

4,571

650
1,162

2,907

394
198
305
561

DVD's
Inter-Library Loans

Materials purchased in 2002

Adult Fiction

144

Adult Non-Fiction

43

Youth Fiction
Youth Non-Fiction
Audio Cassettes
Video Cassettes

141

58
17

140

DVD's

36

Donations (Books, Audio's

& Videos)

12

This has been another productive year busy with library activities including 39
programs for adults and children such as story hour, summer reading, book
discussion group and other special events with a total of 356 children and 345

The inter-library loan service dramitically increased 42
Elkins patrons borrowed 561 books from libraries throughout the State

adults in attendance.
percent.

and loaned out 265.

The new DVD and books on CD collection is developing
demand. The Children's World Book Encyclopedia is
and a fax machine was recently acquired.

steadily with increasing

new

to the collection

We

wish

many

who have presented
and donated materials and professional
services over the past year. Special thanks are extended to the devoted Friends of
the Library steering committee for great ideas and may hours of service.
to express out gratitude to the

programs, assisted with the book

sale,

Susan LeClair, Director
Elaine DiStefano, Assistant

Debra Folsom, Assistant
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volunteers

Annual Report

Of The

Canterbury Police Department
Throughout 2003, the members of your police department continued a
proud tradition of providing the highest degree of Law Enforcement to the
Town of Canterbury. We enforced and investigated motor vehicle and
criminal laws and handled an ever-increasing number of calls for service.
All administrative investigations are handled here, as well as the
investigation
of pistol permit applications and pre-employment
background investigations for department employees. The members of this
department were, for the most part, part-time employees whom
continually multi-tasked as patrolmen, detectives and prosecutors. We
asked a lot from our officers in the little time they were here. I am honored
to say they rose to the challenge with remarkable results.
In 2003, a burglary

we

investigated resulted in three arrests recovered

number of burglaries throughout the
Merrimack and Belknap counties. This was a great follow-up to us solving
The Canterbury Country Store burglary in 2002, which also resulted in
two arrests and solved over fifty other similar burglaries in the state.
Along with burglaries we covered untimely deaths, domestic offenses,
stolen

property

and

solved

a

sexual assaults, drug and alcohol offenses, frauds, bad checks, missing
persons, vandalism, child abuse cases and provided police coverage for

every

NASCAR

race at

NHIS and

the Canterbury

the above operations keep us busy, there are

committed

many

Town

Fair. All

other areas that

though

we

are

to.

Community

The police Department
sponsored its first Annual Valentine's Day Blood Drive at the Canterbury
Elementary School and it was a big success. Over 44 pints of blood were
received. Thank you to all that came and supported such an important
event.
Our members also donated their own time to participate and
support various events for The Special Olympics. We were thrilled to be
able to join in with the, newly moved, Halloween festivities. Much thanks
to the unknown officer who helped us hand out candy. I would also like to
say a big hello and thanks to all the students and faculty at CES! You were
all great listeners at the Halloween safety talks and we appreciate your
policing... it

is

all

support.
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about

you.

I

would

like to take this opportunity to

make

a plea on behalf of

all First

Responders. Please check and make sure that your house number is clearly
marked on both sides of your mailbox, house or other marking device.

These reflective numbers should be at least three inches tall, so that the
operators of the various emergency vehicles can easily see them. Doing
this one simple thing will enhance our ability to provide you with the best
possible service in the shortest

In conclusion,

I

would

like to say this... there is

small town police department.

hear from you. Your

amount of time.

We

care,

we

nothing small about a

are competent

and we want

to

input and support are needed in an effort to improve

I invite you to contact us with any questions, comments or
want to thank the residents for their continued support of the
department and its mission, and congratulate and thank the staff of the

the department.

concerns.

I

police department for their efforts this past year.

Gwen

E. Deurell

Chief of Police

-50

1

Annual Report Of The
Canterbury Fire Department
Canterbury Fire
life

&

Rescue

They respond

volunteers.

From our

a volunteer organization

is

and property in the

Town

from

to calls

their

Town

single fire station in the

rescue/pumpers; a hazardous

whose job

of Canterbury. All

spills

it

19 active

is

to preserve

members

are

homes

or from their workplace.

we

operate six vehicles: two

Center,

remediation-capable

utility

pumper; two

and a rescue truck. We fight house fires and car fires, brush,
and forest fires, and address a full range of medical and rescue emergencies.
forestry rigs

field,

We maintain vehicle accident extrication and stabilization skills (utilizing the "Jaws
of Life" and

air

bags) along with ropes rescue and water and ice rescue capabilities.

Medical emergency

calls are

an ever-increasing part of our service to townspeople.

Seven EMT's and two paramedics are ready
heart monitoring/defibrillation.

We

to assist

with CPR, oxygentherapy and

are also trained in off-the-road search

and

mountain bikers,

rescue techniques often involving skiers, snowmobile riders,

hunters and hikers. In 2003 there were 242 calls for service. Although that's 3 less

than

about double what it was 10 years ago. The
two major categories of Medical and Fire.

last year, it's still

down

into the

calls are

broken

110 Medical Aid (EMS) of which 40 were Motor Vehicle Accidents (26 of these
on the Interstate). Our EMT's and paramedics provide initial primary care,
stabilize the injury and prepare the patient(s) for transport to the hospital. These
services range from treating minor injures not requiring a hospital visit to a
Paramedic services include drug
higher level of care from our paramedics.
therapy, intravenous medications and heart monitoring/defibrillation.

132 Fire Calls:

Mutual Aid assistance 12

Fire in a building (Mutual Aid) 6

Fire in a building (Canterbury) 3

Fire in a building (Mutual Aid) 6

Odor

Investigation (outside) 2

Outside

fire investigations

Chimney

Odor

Investigation (inside) 6

Brush and

1

fires 2

Illegal

forest fires 2

brush

fires

(no permit) 16

Heating Appliance Problems 3

Vehicle

Service calls 12

Hazardous materials

fires

7
spills 5

Unintentional alarm activation's 15

Off road rescue

Malicious false alarms

Vehicle overheating 9

CO

Power

detectors sounding 4

Total 2003 calls 242

51

lines

1

down

16

The following Life Safety and

State Fire

Code

Inspections

were completed:
Business code compliance 6

School safety compliance 7

Other inspections 4

72 State of

NH brush burning permits were issued by our 5

Wardens, and

Inspections of logging operations for compliance with the

1 1

Harvest

We

Laws were

find ourselves striving to

new

addition of three

do more with fewer people. Even with

members, our 19

volunteer an average of 20 hours a

and respond

NH Timber

carried out.

to calls.

To maintain

week

men and women
to train, maintain

the service

the

each

still

equipment

you have come

to expect

we have committed what resources we receive from the Town
purchasing modem, efficient equipment; equipment which helps
guarantee the safety of our
in

members—your neighbors—as they

assist

to
to

you

your emergency.

We

responded

These

to

55 calls on the Interstate, about

calls are usually intense

22%

of our

total calls.

trauma experiences for our crews,

take

longer to remediate and cost more in equipment wear and tear than any

of the other

calls

to funneling

we make. We hope

some

relief in the

that the legislature

form of federal funds

can see

it's

way

to the impacted

towns.

Please
fire

Bum
you

remember

to Dial

911 for

all

your emergency needs. During brush

season (when the snow no longer completely covers the ground),
Permit Hot Line
to

buming

a recording,
is

is

available at 783-4798. This

which

will

number

provide information on

a

connects

when

brush

allowed and the procedure for obtaining a State of New

Hampshire buming permit.
Respectfully submitted,

Chief Dale Caswell
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Annual Report

Of The

Canterbury Planning Board
For years, Mike Capone has represented the Selectmen on the Canterbury
Planning Board.
In his classic cryptic way, he has been conscience, sage,
historian and stoic keeper of the humor. His tenure ended earlier this year,
and we've missed his independent thought. We are pleased, however, to have
Jim Bassett as representative, and consequently back on the board.

In 2003, a year of dramatic changes in

home

and

prices, land prices

interest

Canterbury has been well served by its extended history of wise
planning and forethought. As surrounding town scurry to cope with demands
rates,

for lodging

and land, Canterbury has seen a degree of

stability, in

Six requests for subdivision have created three

time.

new

March may add three
the year. The board has

additional requests to be heard before
resulting in six

new

lots created for

an unstable

lots.

Three

additional lots
also approved

eight requests for site plan review, including a public hearing intended to

review the building projects proposed by the town.

As

its

essence, the board

planning.

The

is

charged with taking the long view of community

responsibility than

becomes shaping ordinance and

ensure the planning remains current, legal and logical.

As

a board

intent to

we have

begun the earnest addressing the issue of affordable housing. The statutes will
increasingly use this as a measure of the willingness of towns to soften the
need for a balanced housing market. We must consider this in part because to
fail

to develop a coherent plan

compelling reason to address
reflect

would

The most
more readily

result in legal jeopardy.

this issue,

however,

is

that to

such a balance of housing needs to honor and affirm the history of

diversity so evident in Canterbury.

cannot conclude without mention of Nancy Lilly. She gathers the seeds of
our thoughts, and causes them to flower in the minutes. We each thank you
I

Nancy.
Respectfully submitted.
Bill

Egan, Chairman
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Town

of Canterbury

Zoning Board of Adjustment
2003 Review
Case

Appeal

Applicant

Decision

#
2003-1

Carol

& Art Landry
Brad Taylor
Commercial Boarding Kennel

Special Exception

Granted

2003-2

Christopher Walton
Garage Construction

Special Exception

Granted

Linda Chynoweth Peters

Special Exception

Granted

Special Exception

Granted

Special Exception

Granted

Special Exception

Granted

2003-3

Home
2003-4

Robert Chisholm

Home
2003-5

Occupation

Cheryl

Occupation

Ann

&

Peter Arvanitis

Commercial Parking Lot
2003-6

Arthur LaBrecque
Storage Garage

2003-7

Belknap Builders

Variance

Withdrawn

2003-8

Naomi Scanlon
Bed & Breakfast

Special Exception

Granted

Joseph Pinard

Administrative

Granted

Building Permit

Appear

2003-9

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Carlson
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Annual Report

Of The

Canterbury Conservation Commission
In 2003, the Conservation

Commission continued

commitment

its

to maintaining

Canterbury's rural character by conserving and protecting those parcels of land
containing important natural resources and scenic vistas.

Some of

these parcels have been acquired through conser\'ation easements, outright

acquisitions,

and delinquent tax property takings. These parcels prove

be valuable

to

assets as they are contiguous to existing protected lands.

Land
•

Acquisitions and Easements

Rocky Pond - Additional properties have been added and more

are

being considered through outright donations, delinquent taxes, and
land owners selling their land to the

Town.

A

of 80 acres

total

have been acquired.
•

Baptist Hill

Road Marsh -

A

12

acre

containing a section of a pond and marsh
•

Big Meadow -

conservation easement

was completed

this fall.

additional land adjacent to parcels already under

easement.
•

Other - Crane Neck Pond and Marsh

area,

Schoodac Meadow,

Kimball Pond, Misery Road, and assisting land owners with
information about how to place their land under conservation
easements.

These potential areas of consideration would add

additional protected areas adjacent to the areas mentioned above.

Maintenance and Monitoring
•

Riverland Beach Area - parking

lot

and wetland walk have been

maintained through the efforts of abutting land owners. Thanks to

Galen Beale, Clinton
•

Inten'ale

Pitts,

Canoe Launch -

and Matthew Cadarette for

their help.

Litter pick up, brush cutting

and poison

ivy control.
•

Kimball Pond Consen'ation Land - maintenance, mowing, native
tree plantings, and wildlife observations were conducted all year.
Thanks to Mark Stevens for mowing and for his outstanding
volunteer stewardship.

Easement monitoring and boundary work - Bob Fife cut brush and
re-blazed boundary lines of several parcels this year, including the
Hannah Moore Lot located off Abbott Road.
Misery Lot Area - More land potentially to be acquired in the near
•

future.

All

Town Department Meeting - The Commission attended and
in a beneficial Town department meeting to meet

participated
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I

members,
boards

in

learn,

and discuss the duties and current projects of other

Town.

Tom Roy at the helm, Mark Stevens, and Bob
Town documenting with still photos and video for future

Aerial monitoring with
Fife of the

reference and

GIS mapping

processes.

GIS (Geographic Information System) Town boards.

land use planning tool for

the
•

completed

Kathie

Snowmobile

Trail

GPS'ing and created a GIS map of the
System in Town and cross boundaries (abutting

towns)
•
•

•

Matt Bowser created the first series of base maps
The Commission applied to the free Community Conservation
Assistance Program from the Cooperative Extension to help the
Commission begin a comprehensive natural resource inventory.
Co-Occurrence Analysis - the GIS subcommittee is currently
working towards the next phase of GIS natural resource Mapping
of the

Town

Other
•

Hildreth

Land on Kimball Pond Road - The Town continues

its

proactive approach in acquiring this parcel
•

•

•

•

- The Commission completed it's set of Goals,
Strategies Priorities, and wrote a new set of By-Laws
The Commission joined 5 Rivers Tmst, UMRLAC (Upper
Merrimack River Local Advisory Committee) for joint efforts with
monitoring and management of the Merrimack River and Open
Space initiatives
Members actively attended workshops, seminars, and meetings of
other committees and boards in Canterbury, Loudon, Northfield,
and Concord.
Results from last years' 2002 Conservation Questionnaire has been
beneficial to other Town boards, and the Town of Loudon
Conservation Commission has used the format to create their own
Strategic Planning

survey.

The Conservation Commission would

like

to

thanli^

all

those

involved with

volunteering their time and skills to better the town through their dedicated efforts.

thanks to the town officials for keeping the Commission infonned about new
and ongoing issues affecting the natural resources in Town.

And

Respectfully Submitted,

Robert

Fife,

Chair

Canterbury Conservation Commission
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Annual Report Of The
Economic Development Committee

In September, Pike Industries completed the finish coat of paving

and widening the entrance to the Town industrial land located at Exit 18.
While the Committee attempted to market lots within the park on its own
during the first nine months of the year, we were unsuccessful. As a result,
in September the Committee voted to engage a commercial real estate
broker to more actively market the property. The Committee interviewed
three local firms and selected Premier Properties as the broker. As part of
the marketing effort, listings have been posted on the internet and in local
and statewide publications. While demand for industrial land in the area
remains soft and no lots have yet been sold, the Committee is convinced
that engaging a full-time broker with statewide and regional contacts to
actively market the property is the most effective way for the town to
realize in the near fixture the type of development we are seeking.
As noted in last year's report, the Committee remains committed
development of the property for several reasons: to maintain the
town's character and image, to ensure that any development is sensitive to
the existing property uses within the neighborhood, and to ensure that, as
to careful

properties are developed, the interests and investments of then existing

owners are protected. In

this vein,

developed for the industrial
quality and compatible uses.

site to

Respectfully submitted.

Earl Hall,

we

Chairman
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revised the covenants previously

ensure

development of consistent

Recycle Committee Annual Report - 2003

The Recycling Committee meets the first Thursday of each month
AT THE Sam Lake House at 6:30 p.m. The Committee welcomes
visitors and new members at any time.

A

you

special thank

when

covering

A

afternoon.
their

I

thank you to the Highway Department for their services and use of

equipment.

we

In August,

Berry the afternoon my wife passed away for
Also David Heath and Michael Capone on Saturday

to Faith

left.

An

excellent job.

started a

mixed

glass program,

ft is

trucked to

stock piled at a cost of $10.00 per ton, plus trucking charges.

crushed 3/8" or
I

made an

less,

it

has been

bring a load back.

Out of seventeen towns that
the grant. This grant would
and aluminum cans, as well as

to

was one of three towns awarded

purchase a small baler for plastics

renovations to the building.

cover the tank and maybe a
In

When

and

application for a Plastics Grant in August.

applied, Canterbury

be used

we can

New London

November, a cement

In
little

slap

very well.

Annual Reconciliation:

2004 we plan

to

apply for another Oil Grant to

paving.

was poured under

the

C&D

roll off.

It is

working
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Canterbury Building needs committee
REPORT TO THE SELECTMEN,

2004

The Canterbury Building Needs Committee has been meeting almost weekly
since the March 2003 Town Meeting authorizing the building of a new municipal
complex and library. Discussions and planning has been ongoing with the
architects, project coordinator and various town committees and department
heads.

Among the

accomplishments have been the following:

The Robinson land on Baptist Road has been surveyed, subdivided,

title

searched and purchased.

been done;

Site engineering has
to

appropriate

agencies

state

site drawings completed and submitted
and necessary approvals and permits

obtained.

Building plans have progressed from the original conceptual drawings to

These have been done with the
and Highway departments and the Historical
Commission and the Library Committee.

completed drawings and plans.
involvement of
District

Fire, Police

The Baptist Road

site

has had the driveway installed and

site

prepared

for the pouring of concrete.

Actual

start

of construction

April. Project completion

is

is

anticipated between

mid March and

the

first

of

expected by the end of this year. The committee has

been very conscious of budget limitations and continues to strive for the most
functional and attractive buildings in keeping with Canterbury's rural character,
while keeping in line with projections.

The

CBNC

from the

is

very appreciative of the support and cooperation

citizens

it

has received

of Canterbury, and looks forward to the actual building phase

with enthusiasm.

Kent Ruesswick, Chairman
Gordon Jackson

Ken

Ted West

Bob

Charlie

Jordon, Asst. Chairman

Beth Blair

Cook

Fife

Jeremy Slayton
Gary Spaulding (Alternate)
Kevin Bragg (HDC Rep)
Michael Capone (Selectmen's Rep)

- Secretary
Cathy Menard (Alternate)
Virginia LaPlante (HDC Rep)
Billie Richert
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Annual Report of the Town Of Canterbury
The Concord Regional

Visiting Nurse

comprehensive health services

Association

to the residents

(CRVNA)

of Canterbury.

continues to offer

The following

is

a

description of services:

Home

Care Services respond

to the health care

needs of those patients with acute or

chronic illnesses that require skilled professional and para-professional care so they

may

return to or remain in their homes.

Hospice

Services

terminally

ill

provide

helping them remain

at

and para-professional services
enhance the quality of the patient's

professional

The goal

patient.

home

in

is

to

life

the

by

comfort and dignity.

Professional and para-professional hourly

home

services are provided

on a private

Health education and instruction are part of each

fee-for-service basis.

to

home

or

clinic visit.

Anyone

in

Canterbury

friend or neighbor.

may

A

request service: patient, doctor, health facility, pastor,

nurse will coordinate a plan of care with the patient's

physician to meet their specific needs.

If the patient

does not have a physician the

The agency has developed a
program with the NH-Dartmouth Family Practice Residency Program to coordinate a
house call visit by a resident to the home.
A call to Concord Regional Visiting Nurse Association is all that is necessary to start
services or make inquiries. The CRVNA office is open Monday through Friday from
7:30 am to 5:00 pm. A nurse is on call 24 hours a day at 1-800-924-8620.
nurse will assist in identifying one and schedule a

Total visits

made during October

1,

visit.

2002 through September
# of Clients

Home

Care/Hospice

30, 2003:

Visits

,

.

History Of The

Canterbury town Hall
(MEETING HOUSE)
The following sketch of
hall, in

1884:

hall,

"Assembled
seems fitting

it

as

from the pen of Miss Mary E.
dedication of the present town

this historic building is

Clough, being an able address delivered by her

we

at the

are to-night for the first time in our

to say

new and commodious

our good-bye and pay respect to the old. Our present

to all appearance a new one, and yet we need look back only a few
be reminded that it has a history. Five hundred dollars were appropriated
for the present repairs; we will learn ..what its previous costs have been. No building
in town ..has known such vicissitudes, none has served such various uses. The
younger portion of this audience may not know that it was originally a church, and
that the same frame has withstood the wind and weather for nearly one hundred and

building

months

is

to

thirty years. Still its

..'.'As

timbers are sound and strong.

early as 1743

we

find that an appropriation

was made

for the building of

a fort and meeting-house in Canterbury, but no further action had been taken until 1750.

At a meeting of the proprietors of the town.it was agreed that a vote passed September
21, 1743, about building a meetinghouse for the public worship of God in Canterbury.,
be confirmed and the dimensions fixed. 'Voted that said meeting house to be raised, the
outside finished, the windows made and glazed and a lower floor laid at or before the
last day of September, in the year 1751. The house shall be forty-five feet in length by
thirty-five in breadth.'

.'.'The

work seemed

go on slowly. This

to

the difficulty of the undertaking. There

was land

is

to

not surprising

till

when we

consider

to furnish subsistence,

houses

be built to shelter themselves and their families, hostile Indians to watch and to
fight, the timbers and boards to hew and finish without the aid of modem tools and

to

machinery.

...

"An ingenious

plan was resorted to for the inside finishing. The pew-

ground... of which there were eighteen

lots,

purchaser, must, within two years, build his

manner; failing

to

do

this

was sold at public vendue. Each
in a handsome and workman-like

pew

he forfeited his pew-ground.

"The house was ready

.

occupancy in the autumn of 1756. the committee
first viewed and found it finished according to
the vote of the proprietors.. The house as thus finished seems to have served the dual
purpose of church and town-house, without change, up to the year 1785, at which
to receive the meeting-house,

for

having

time the matter of repairing or building

new was brought

up.

'.'.The second and third articles in the town-meeting warrant of February
1785 are to see if the inhabitants will take any measure for repairing the meetinghouse, ..and if not, see if they will take it down and build a new one. At the meeting
1

.
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.

called by this warrant

was voted

it

across the road .Also voted

'to

money

to raise

move

for repairing; also to

it

shingle and clapboard the fire-side of the meeting-

house, and clapboard the west end and repair the east end and lay the gallery floor

and put

rails

on the breast of the

galleries

and put

pillars

under the gallery

girths.'

"The work does not appear to have been effected at this time, for again on
February 26'^ 1789, a special town-meeting was called for the same purpose. At said
meeting it was voted "that this meeting-house be removed to the north side of the
road, .!.At an adjourned meeting it was voted that Benjamin Blanchard should
clapboard and shingle the fireside of the meeting-house for thirty-four dollars' worth
of neat stock, and

at the

same time

committee was appointed

a

'to

see that this

meeting-house, on the outside, be done workman-like.'

same year money

came from

the sale of the peweach end. Again, the 22"
day of the same month, eighteen pounds was voted for repairs. This seems to have
ended the struggle, and the old house was not disturbed again by the sound of axe
and hammer for over thirty years. ...To it devout worshipers made their weekly

"In June of the

that

ground, was voted for the making of two porches, one

pilgrimages, and in

it

the stormy

at

town meetings were annually

held.

.

.

"There came a time, about the year 1823, when the building was thought to
be a place unfit for a place of religious worship. The frame has settled so much that
on one side an open space of six inches was left between the roof and walls, where
the winter

winds and storms could sweep in at will; ..there was no way of warming
windows were old and loose, and many cracks and seams in the

the building; the
sides

and about the doors admitted more fresh

air

than was necessary...

town were called upon to decide whether
up for a meeting-house and town-house, or whether a

"In the year 1823 the voters of the
it

should again be

fitted

—

that it was not
modern church should be built. .This much was speedily settled,
expedient to repair the old meetinghouse for a place of religious worship, and it was

decided to build a new. But what to do with

this building in

order to

out for

fit it

town purposes called out project after project, and special meeting upon special
meeting. The more conservative ones said spare it; the radicals, tear it down. The
matter was pending for several years before anything was accomplished. At the
March meeting of 1825. an article in the warrant proposed 'to see if the town will
vote to build a town-house.!. The same year it was voted that 'the town-house be
,

located within thirty rods of the old meeting-house, [and] that the old meeting house

be cut

seem

down

one

to

story,

that the matter

was

moved and

voters called for a special meting the

vote of

March

25"\ also to see

the hill west of

John Sutton's;

(this building).;. to see

finished for a town-house.!. And so

pretty nearly adjusted.

if

the

1

8'

town

so; a petition

it

of

would

thirty

...

of the following April to reconsider the
will vote to locate a

to see if they will sell the old

how much money

warrant calls for a house

But not

the

in the easterly part

town

new town-house on
west meeting-house

will vote. ..Another article in the

of the town,

—

this to serve as

church

..When the voters disagree, the
and town house. And so the war of words went
majority usually decides. But not so, said these men. At the meeting of April 18" it
on.
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.

town clerk go. to the selectmen of Warner, requesting them to
town as a committee to locate the town-house, and their decision shall
We do not learn that the town clerk ever attended to this duty or that the

was voted

come
be

.

that 'the

to this

final.'

Warner men ever came.

.

.

'The varied history of our old building for the last sixty years, save that
no scribe has written, though much of it is fresh in the
memories of older inhabitants. It was often used as a church, for its creed embraced
all
faiths.
When the new church was closed against preachers of other
denominations other than its own.. the town house swung wide its doors to welcome
them. .It drew many hearers from the new church and often the larger congregation
relating to town-meetings,

.

assembled

there.

"While

the

accommodated our

present

school-house

"To teacher or preacher,
never been

known

was

in

course

of

building,

it

school.
to school or to meeting, has our venerable building

to shut its door.

It

has been sort of an omnivorous creature,

taking in whatever could or could not find a place elsewhere.

"But the annual town-fair was, for the first four or five years, a real galaday for the old house. Here were displayed the best products of farm and garden, of
dairy and kitchen.
.

"History repeats itself .;.so in our town-house story, there

another year, 1833,

when some thought

that the

came

house needed repairing again, and

began a war, which, in the to-be-written history of Canterbury,
town-house war. The active brains of active men set to
work devising the best plan for getting a substantial house. These timbers were
examined and found firm and sound,
good for another half century
so, as
twice before, the old frame was spared. Now for the repairs. One party would have
the outside made rain-proof and the inside remain intact; a second thought it better
to renew both outside and inside, letting the building stand on the same foundation;
some would raise it a few feet, others would move it forward .;.the party that
prevailed ..would raise it enough to admit of horse-sheds underneath, and put the
whole building in good condition.
the following year

may be known

as the third

—

"The work

is

done, and

all

now seem

—

inclined to adopt the spirit of the

way have our
people of submitting to the inevitable that the current of good-will now seems to
flow on as smoothly as if nothing had ever disturbed its course. ..We are glad that
we can look out to night upon familiar faces, to assure ourselves that we are still
proverb, "All's well that ends well,' and so amiable and sensible a

good old town. The hewn oaken braces remain, suggesting strength
same time serving as a bond to connect the past with the present. ..

residents of our

and

at the

*Copies of the complete and unabridged dedication speech are available from Kent
Ruesswick, Old Tilton Road.
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Annual "Formal" Dance
at

Station on September 27, 2003.

The

more than double

-

played in the

the previous year.

Acorn Creative Group,

RBC

Da Dump

Da Dump was

The 2nd Annual "Formal" Dance

Ray, and John Jordan

at

Bam

Cats

--

held

at the

Tim

Gurshin, Dick

Transfer

Swap Shop and

attendance was

The dance had

three sponsors.

Mortgage, and Sanborn, Head

&

Associates and a citation was presented to Melanie Stephens for her

work with

the Transfer Station.

2004,

was

Andy

Julian and

Pictured are the King and

Norman Bowles, with

2003, Patti Capone and

the

Donna Peck. The weather was

great and a fun time

was had by

all.

Queen of

King and Queen of
mild, the music

